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Name: ___________________________________________________ Date: ____________________________ Per.: _____ 
Chapter 5: “The US Constitution” Outline Packet

I. “The Road to the Constitution”

a. The Articles of Confederation had many problems and provided for a ​​​​              and ineffective government.  Under the A of Confederation – the thirteen states operated as a ________________ government (a government without a central power).  When the delegates left for the Constitutional Convention, they had hopes of creating a ________________ system of government (government where power is shared between the national government and the states).
b. Constitutional Convention

i. There were problems with the ________________________________, so they met to fix it

ii. Held in Philadelphia in 1787

iii. 55 delegates (men) from 12 states; ______________________________________________ did not attend. 
iv. The men attended the Convention are known as the ________________.
v. They realized that they needed a completely new document
II. Problems from the Start - “Creating and Ratifying the Constitution”

a. How would they set up their government?

i. Two Opposing Plans: The Virginia Plan and the New Jersey Plan

1. Virginia Plan

a. 3 Branch Governments (Leg./Exec./Jud.)
b. A two house or _______________________________ government (based on population)

c. Larger States liked this plan --- _______________________________because they would lose power

2. New Jersey Plan

a. Called for a 1 house legislature, _______________________________
b. One vote per state
c. Smaller states liked this plan – all would get an equal say
d. 3 branches of government (Leg./Exec./Jud.)
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b. There were many compromises made at the Constitutional Convention:

i. A way to settle disagreements between two or more groups is a _______________________
a) The _______________________________(aka the “Connecticut Compromise”) was the compromise between the Virginia Plan and the New Jersey Plan.
(i) Roger Sherman of_______________________________proposed the agreement
(ii) It created a 2 house government _______________________________
(iii) Senate ( __________ votes per state – both equal)  -- pleased  _______________________________
(iv) House of Representatives ( based on population) – pleased _______________________________
b)  “3/5ths Compromise”
i. Questions came up over how to count the 550,000 African Americans (slaves) for representation purposes in the House and for taxation purposes. 
c)   Slave Trade Compromise
i.  The South feared that Congress would tax exports and stop the slave trade.
ii. The northern states felt that Congress should regulate trade between the states and with other countries.
iii.  It was agreed that slavery would be left alone for _______________________________– until 1808.
d) Electoral College
i. Some delegates felt Congress should choose the President; other felt the people should elect him.
ii. They decided each state legislature would choose # of electors, known as the __________________, 

who would select Pres. and VP.
iii. The Electoral College system is still used today, except the _______________________________now

 choose electors directly.
e) Ratification of the Constitution.
1. Only 42 of the delegates remained. They gathered for the last time on _______________________________.
2. The constitution would become law when 9 of the 13 states ratified it at their ratifying
    conventions.
3.  Anti-Federalists opposed Constitution – too much power to the nat’l gov’t and took too much
    away from the states. Each wrote papers that argued their position. 
i. Federalist Papers:___________________________________________________________________

ii. Anti-Federalist Papers:______________________________________________________________

4. Federalists supported Constitution – argued the nation wouldn’t survive without a strong
    nat’l gov’t.
a. Famous papers written in support of the Const. were called ______________________________________________________________.
b. Anti-Federalists Papers – demanded that the new Constitution protect the basic individual rights of the people – they wanted a Bill of Rights. This was led by Patrick Henry
c. Federalists promised if the Const. was adopted it would adopt a _______________________________.
d. June 21, 1788 – New Hampshire became the 9th state to ratify.
  e. .The 13 independent states became one nation,  ___________________________________________________________________________________________
“The Underlying Principles of the US Constitution” 
Throughout our______________________________________________, there are 5 major underlying principles, or goals, of our government:
1. _______________________________ (people “rule”—“We the People”)

· The people should have the rights to rule themselves

· Republic:  form of government where representatives govern for the people—the supreme power belongs to the people. We have this form of Representative Democracy in the US. (think of the ______________________________________________________________) 
· The right of the people to vote gives us the power to rule. We select our ________________________ to rule.
· If elected officials fail to serve the people as they should, they can be removed from office.
2. Rule of Law
· Stemming back from the _______________________________and the _______________________________, our Constitution believes that the government should have certain _______________________________.
· The government is also limited by the law.  The law applies to _______________________________!

· The writers of the Constitution believed that a government must not be permitted to do certain things, therefore, they feel that the government’s power should be limited.
· The rule of law protects citizens from arbitrary abuses of government power.
· The rule of law impacts government officials in the following ways:
1.) Accountability to the law
2.) Fair procedures
3.) Decisions based on the law
4.) Consistent application of the law
5.) Enforcement of the law
6.) Transparency of institutions
BRAIN BREAK: What would a government look like that operates under the rule of law?  


One that doesn’t?
3. Federalism
· “Federalism” is the idea that state governments share their power with the_______________________________ 
· National and State Governments share the power under Federalism. This_______________________________the power of the federal government by making them share powers with the staes!!!
· The types of powers of the government are divided into three categories:

1.) _________________ or ______________________ or _______________________powers the Constitution specifically gives to the nat’l gov’t

2.) _______________________________:  powers the Constitution gives to the states but doesn’t list
3.) _______________________________: powers the nat’l government shares with the states
· The United States Government deals with all national issues; State Government deals with state issues
· Amendment ____ of the Constitution: All powers not mentioned in the Constitution return to the states.
· Article 6 of the Constitution: ______________ _______________________________ _______________________________ .  It is officially the supreme law of the land, also called the ______________________  of the US Constitution. 
4. Separation of  Powers
· Related to check and balances

· _______________________________ said that too much power in the hands of one person is dangerous, so good governments should be divided into parts. 
· Separation of powers limits the power of government by  _________________________________________ among the three branches.
· Our government is divided into three branches, each with their own functions:

1. ______________________________________________________________
2. ______________________________________________________________
3. ______________________________________________________________
5. Checks and Balances
· This process is used to keep any one branch from becoming too powerful.
· Checks and balances ___________ the power of the government by allowing the three branches to _________ or block one another’s powers.

1. The President can appoint the justices of the Supreme Court with _______________________________.
2. The _______________________________ must confirm the Presidents appointment.
3. The House can _______________________________ justices if they commit a wrongful act.
4. The _______________________________can declare laws passed by the Legislature as _______________________________.
“The US Constitution” - is divided into 3 parts
1.  _______________________________: Introduction or Goals of the Constitution

2. _______________________________ (LEJ RASR): Body of the Constitution

3. _______________________________: Changes to the Constitution
1 - Preamble to the US Constitution
1. The introduction to the Constitution is called the ________________________________.
2. The Preamble starts with the phrase _______________________________, which shows the importance of people in our system of government. The ____________________ rule ___________________... this is known as POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY 

3. Also, power is given to the government by _______________, which is known as  CONSENT OF THE GOVERNED.
4. This portion of the Constitution lists the ______ purposes/goals of the government.

Goal #1:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Goal #2: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Goal #3: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Goal #4: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Goal #5: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Goal #6: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. In order to carry out these 6 goals, “we the people” _______________________________________________this Constitution. 
2 - 7 Articles of the US Constitution
I   
Article 1 discusses the L _______________________________branch which is made up of Congress.  Congress is composed of the _____________________________  and the ____________________________Their main job is to ____________________________.


II
 Article 2 discusses the    E_______________________________branch which is made up of the__________________________________ and the ___________________________________________________________Their main job is to ______________________________________________________________
III  
Article 3 discusses the J_______________________________ branch which is made up of the _______________________________& _______________________________Their main job is to  try cases and  ______________________________________________________________ the law
IV   
Article 4 discusses the R_______________________________ of the_______________________________and the _______________________________ of  the _______________________________.
V   
Article 5 discusses A_______________________________ the Constitution.  This means to _______________________________There are currently _____ and the first 10 make up the _______________________________
VI   
Article 6 discusses the S_______________________________ of the Constitution.  The Constitution is the highest law of the United States. (This is the Macho Nacho Taco Bell Article)
VII  Article 7 discusses R_______________________________of the Constitution. This means to _______________________________.  It took_____ out of the ____states before the Constitution would go into effect.
3 was of Changing the Constitution (                          ,                                 ,  and ______________) 

Amending the Constitution

· 27 _______________________________, or changes have been made to our Constitution in our history. (Although thousands have been considered!)

· The First 10 Amendments are called the Bill of Rights and were added in 1791
Two Steps for Making an Amendment  (The Amendment process is a relatively slow and difficult process!)
Why did the framers make it difficult to amend the Constitution?  ___________________________________________________
	Step 1: Proposal (Two ways)
	Step 2: Ratification (approval) by the States (Two ways)

	1.  Vote of _________of members of both houses of______________________ – this is how all of our amendments have been proposed so far
	1. ___________   of all ________________________ 


	OR
	OR

	2. ___________________________ called by ________ states legislatures.
	2. _____________ of  _____________________ (only the _____st Amendment has been ratified like this)  (_________________): a meeting or convention


Interpreting the Constitution

· Interpretation by Congress

· The Necessary and Proper Clause – aka the _______________________________
· Congress shall “make all laws necessary and proper” to get their job done…………
· Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18

· Implied Powers - __________________________________________
· The Constitution also gives Congress the power to _______________________________, or officially accuse a public official of misconduct.

· We have had two Presidential Impeachments in our history: _______________________________were both impeached (not removed) from office.
· Interpretation by the President

· George Washington, as our first President, had to interpret the Constitution in order to add the President’s _________________________________ as a part of the executive branch.

· The Cabinet is a group of advisors that work for the President and offer guidance on key issues such as: defense (military), education, homeland security, etc.

· There is nothing written in the Constitution about the Cabinet – but because the President has the power to _______________________________this document, over time it has remained an important part of the executive branch.
· Interpretation by the Courts

· The Supreme Court’s Decisions change laws over time.

· All Supreme Court decisions are _______________________________!   If the Supreme Court deems a law _______________________________,  or  says it goes against the Constitution, the law dies.  If the Supreme Court agrees with a law, or _______________________________ it, the law stays in effect.
Changing through Customs and Traditions

· Political Parties are not mentioned anywhere in the Constitution. They developed and became a _________.
            Virginia Plan 			New Jersey Plan
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